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CONFIDENTIAL JIDDA 1765 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, SA 

SUBJ: MODA REQUEST FOR MILITARY VEHICLES 

SUMMARY: MODA PRINCE SULTAN UNHAPPY WITH DOD PROPOSAL TO PROVIDE 
25 PERCENT OF VEHICLES FOR FIVE- YEAR VEHICLE PURCHASE PROGRAM IN 
REBUILT RATHER THAN NEW CONDITION. SULTAN IS REPORTED TO HAVE 
THREATENED TO CANCEL ENTIRE PURCHASE PROGRAM ($59 MILLION) IF HE 
CANNOT GET ALL NEW VEHCILES FROM US SOURCES, ORDERING INSTEAD 
FROM CHRYSLER- BRAZIL. EMBASSY REQUESTS DOD INVESTIGATE SUPPLYING 
NEW VEHICLES FROM WAR RESERVE STOCKS OR OFFER OTHER SUGGESTION. 
END SUMMARY. 

1 . AMBASSADOR HAS RECEIVED LETTER FROM MINDEF PRINCE SULTAN RE- 
QUESTING THAT ACTION BE TAKEN TO ENSURE THAT ALL VEHICLES WHICH 
MODA IS PURCHASING UNDER ITS FIVE- YEAR VEHICLE PURCHASE PLAN BE 
NEW VEHICLES, NOT REBUILT ONES. ( WE UNDERSTAND THAT OF APPROXI- 
MATELY 6,233 VEHICLES IT IS NOW PROPOSED TO SUPPLY 1642 AS REBUILT 
VEHICLES.) ORDANCE CORPS' S GENERAL DAFTADAR TELLS COE DISTRICT 
ENGINEER DURHAM THAT SULTAN WILL CANCEL ENTIRE PURCHASE PROGRAM, 
WHICH TOTALS SOME FIFTY- NINE MILLION DOLLARS, IF HE CANNOT GET 
ALL NEW VEHICLES FROM US SOURCES, AND WILL INSTEAD BUY ALL 
VEHICLES NEW FROM CHYRSLER- BRAZIL. 
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2. VEHICLES PROPOSED TO BE SUPPLIED IN REBUILT CONDITON ARE AS 
FOLLOWS, QUANTITIES IN PARENTHESES: 

TRUCK 3/4 TONM37B1 (1055) ( SAUDIS REQUESTED TRUCK 1-1/4 TON, 

M7 15, BUT THIS APPARENTLY AVAILABLE NEITHER NEW NOR 
REBUILT; M37B1 PROPOSED TO MODA AS ALTERNATE.) 

AMBULANCE 3/4 TONM43B1 (3)( PROPOSED ALTERNATE TO REQUESTED 
1-1/4 TON M725.) 

TRUCK, 5 TON, M54 A2 (344) 

TRUCK, 5 TON, M61 (38) 

TRUCK, TELEPHONE MAINTENANCE, 2-1/2 TON, U17A/MTQ(17) 

TRUCKER WRECKER, 5 TON, M543 A1 (150) 

3. WE ARE UNABLE TO JUDGE SERIOUSNESS OF SULTAN' S THREAT T GO 
ELSEWHERE FOR ENTIRE PURCHASE PROGRAM, NOR LIKELIHOOD THAT CHRYLS- 
LER- BRAZIL OR ANY OTHER MANUFACTURER COULD SUPPLY ALL MODA NEEDS. 
IT SEEMS LIKELY THAT SULTAN’ S RELUCTANCE TO ACCEPT REBUILT 
VEHICLES STEMS FROM A BELIEF THAT THIS IS AN ATTEMPT TO PAWN OFF 
SECOND- HAND EQUIPMENT NO LONGER NEED BY USG. BEFORE REPLYING 

TO SULTAN, IF NECESSARY, WITH SUMMARY REHASH OF ARGUMENTS ALREADY 
PRESENTED TO MODA BY COE RIYADH. WE WOULD LIKE TO ASSURE OUR- 
SELVES THAT ALL POSSIBLE ALTERNATE US SOURCES OF SUPPLY HAVE BEEN 
CONSIDERED, INCLUDING POSSIBILITY THAT DESIRED VEHICLES MIGHT BE 
RELEASED FROM US WAR RESERVE STOCKS. REQUEST DOD INVESTIGATE 
THIS POSSIBILITY AND RESPOND WITH ANY OTHER SUGGESTIONS WHICH 
MIGHT HELP OVERCOME SULTAN' S DISPLEASURE. 

4. SINCE NUMBER OF PRESENT LETTERS OF OFFER HAVE 1 JUNE SUSPEN- 
SION DATE, URGE REPLY ASAP TO ALLOW MODA SUFFICIENT TIME TO 
ACCEPT OFFERS IN EVENTWE ARE ABLE TO PERSUADE THEM TO DO SO. 

WE DOUBT ANY ACTION WILL BE TAKEN UNTIL SULTAN RECEIVES REPLY 
FROM AMBASSADOR ON THIS ISSUE. 

THACHER 
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